
We care for you: mind, body and spirit.  

Spiritual Care at the Center 
A cancer diagnosis not only impacts the physical body and sense of well-being, but it can also have a 
profound impact on one’s spirituality and the meaning one finds in life. 

The spiritual care team at the Simms/Mann - UCLA Center for Integrative Oncology provides a 
compassionate presence, walking beside those on the cancer journey—be it the one diagnosed, or 
the caregiver.  The Center’s interfaith chaplains hold the space of calm while offering a deep kind of 
listening as those bigger questions of the spirit are explored. They also help patients anchor into 
their new reality with a firm connection to the parts of one’s self that does not have cancer—
connecting to a slice of normalcy. While the spiritual care team is led by interfaith chaplains, the 
team works closely with the psychosocial team at the Center to provide the most comprehensive, 
whole-person care possible. 

The Center’s spiritual care program offers support in the infusion clinics, while patients are receiving 
treatment or before/after treatment. Individual spiritual support/counseling by appointment; 
telephone or zoom support to those who may be homebound; and support groups like the Circle of 
Reflection, which is facilitated by the chaplain and focuses on a particular spiritual theme or topic, all 
continue to take place, throughout the pandemic. 

Preparing for Legacy  
While Simms/Mann Center staff supports a patient and his/her/their medical team in pursuing all 
viable care options, the end of life is a reality for the population the Center serves. With their 
thoughtful guided care, Center staff supports patients and their loved ones in having these difficult 
but enriching conversations. Helping to move beyond the often fact-based engagement of “what did 
the doctor say?” we encourage conversations about favorite holidays, most beloved meal, a treasured 
book so that deep connections occur until the end. To this, we encourage patients to think of 
“legacy” as much more than wealth bequeathed and as values and priorities they have bestowed on 
others. Patients have expressed deep gratitude for this care and loved ones have shared that these 
conversations have aided tremendously in grieving. For those who may not have as many loved 
ones, the Center staff is especially key to bear witness to their presence and passing, as a conduit and 
container for their departing thoughts.  

Endowment Campaign 
To ensure that the patient-centered care offered by the Simms/Mann—UCLA Center for 
Integrative Oncology continues to be available to all UCLA oncology patients, free of charge,  
throughout Southern California, the Center recently launched a $50 million endowment campaign, 
led by a generous $18 million gift from The Simms/Mann Family Foundation. The Simms/Mann 
Family Foundation gift includes a matching component to inspire others to participate in ensuring 
continuity of funding for the Center and the expansion of its life-affirming work. 

The Endowment Campaign will ensure that the Center’s whole-person, integrative care continues in 
perpetuity, and that its programs are available to all who need it when they need it, regardless of their 
financial situation or geographic location.  

An endowment gift to support the spiritual care work of the Simms/Mann Center will ensure these 
programs continue in perpetuity. 
For more information, contact Audrey Hiatt, Associate Director of Development, at ahiatt@mednet.ucla.edu. 


